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Consultation methodology
Timeframe: 

• Four weeks from 9 July to 6 August 2024

Key consultation approach and activities:
• Your Say survey online
• Harvest Festival pop up earlier in the year to help inform the engagement approach
• Workshop at Rosny Library (externally expertly facilitated)
• Ideas box at front desk of chambers throughout consultation

Responses: 
• 832 survey responses (only 11 outside Clarence)
• 43% of responses from cat owners (364 cat owners). 57% are owners of dogs (493 dog 

owners), other pets and some community members who don’t own any pets and some 
who have a small menagerie

• 18 email submissions were also received (see appendix) from Clarence residents and 
experts and 13 comments left in our ideas box

• 12 workshop attendees including community members and organisations  

Communication and promotion key moments:
• Council website and featured on council Your Say page
• Facebook posts throughout consultation period (with 57 shares across the two posts)
• Eastern Shore Sun ads
• Idea box at front desk of council chambers
• Significant ongoing media interest with the survey mentioned repeatedly (print & radio)

Facebook post example



Stakeholders are varied with different areas of interest 
and concern
Key Stakeholders (focusing on those located or operating in Clarence) were identified, and many were directly alerted to the 
consultation, invited to make a submission or to participate in a workshop or have a conversation. Facebook posts and sharing 
helped alert individuals in the community and other experts to encourage involvement.

Cat management & welfare

• Ten Lives
• TassieCat
• RSPCA
• Rescue Cats Safe Haven
• Brightside Farm sanctuary
• Small Paws Animal Rescue
• Birchgrove Feline 

Assistance
• Neonatal kitten rescue
• Southern Tas Cat Rescue

Cat impact & control

• Bonorong wildlife 
sanctuary

• Invasive Species Council
• Landcare
• Coastcare
• Birdlife Tasmania
• Centre for Invasive Species 

Solutions

Cat groups & businesses

• Cat breeder associations
• Vets (Lindisfarne Vet Clinic, 

Tasmanian Vet Hospital 
Bellerive, Hobart 
Community Vet, New Town 
Cat Clinic, Hobart Animal 
Hospital, 

• Petbarn Rosny, Petstock, 
Bunnings



Demographics
• Responses from across Clarence

Lastly, some questions about you…Where do you live? n=757 residents
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Demographics
• Age breaks broadly reflecting the overall diversity withing the Clarence community 
• We heard from more women (67% of all responses) than men

What is your age?

n=832 all respondents (cat and non-cat owners)
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Classification questions 
• Do you own any of the following types of pets
• Which of the following best describes your place of residence?
• Do you have children under 18 living in your home some or most of the time?
• Do you own your home or are you renting? (to help us better understand where pets are living)



1.Do you own any of the following types of pets?
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Pet ownership
• 43% of responses from cat owners (364 cat owners). 57% are owners of dogs (493 dog owners), other pets and 

some community members who don’t own any pets and some who have a small menagerie



Which of the following best describes your 
place of residence?

suburban 
or urban 

area 
88%

rural area within 1km from my 
nearest neighbour 

12%

Yes 
35%

No 
66%

Live in a house I 
own
90%

Live in a house owned by 
someone else (renting , 

sharing) 
10%

Do you have children under 18 living in your 
home some or most of the time?

Do you own your home or are you renting? 
(to better understand where pets are living)

Classification information
• A stronger understanding of pet owners lives will help with evaluating ideas and initiatives 



Cat owner section
• What were your main reasons for getting a cat?
• Where did you get your cat or cats?
• How many cats do you own?
• Which of the following apply to your cat or cats? (microchipped, desexed, 

vaccinated etc)
• If your cat or cats isn’t desexed or microchipped we would like to understand 

your reasons why
• Which of the following best describe your cat or cats and their access to inside 

and outside areas?



2.What were your main reasons for getting a cat? Please select all that apply (cat owners only)

Main reasons for owning a cat
• 9 in 10 say companionship was the main reason for getting a cat
• Mental health benefits and wanting to rescue a cat are also key reasons for Clarence cat owners
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3.Where did you get your cat or cats? Please select all that apply

Where did you get your cat?
• Clarence cat owners are getting their cats from Ten Lives and other cat shelters most often
• Some of the clear benefits of shelters is cats and kittens are sold already desexed and microchipped helping cat 

owners meet some of the requirements stipulated in State Legislation 
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4.How many cats do you own?

How many cats are owned?
• 9 in 10 cat owners have one or two cats
• Most often one cat,  54% of owners, with a further 37% owning two cats. 

One cat 
54%Two cats 

37%

Three cats 
6%

Four or more cats 
4%



5.Which of the following apply to your cat or cats? Please select all, some or none

Microchip and Desexing status
• A high proportion of pet cats in Clarence are microchipped, desexed and vaccinated 
• Only 65% of cats have a collar with identification, however...

• Over 70 % of cats without a collar are kept indoors
• Some types of collars aren’t recommended due to risk of strangulation (but there are now readily available 

breakaway collars which are safer)

All of my cats None of my cats 

My cat is microchipped 97.3% 1.7% 

My cat is desexed 98.7% 0.7% 

My cat wears a collar with identification 31.8% 64.4% 

My cat is vaccinated 91.4% 6.3% 



6.If your cat or cats isn’t desexed or microchipped we would like to understand your reasons why (12 respondents only)

Main reasons for not having cats desexed 
or microchipped

• Very few responses to this question but the feedback aligns to other local surveys and broader surveys (including 
Birchgrove, RSPCA and Tassie Cats). The main reasons are barriers rather than not wanting to. Other survey 
results can be found on council Your Say page as FAQs for easy comparisons to these questions and others

• The main reason for not desexing and microchipping is cost. This is a barrier found in many council areas and a 
common response has been to find ways to support cat owners (City of Banyule is an example)

• One reason for high compliance is due to many cat owners getting cats from shelters where every cat and kitten 
is already desexed and microchipped. 
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7.Are your cat’s microchip details up to date?

Microchip details 
• 9 in 10 have up to date microchip details
• Most cat owners who have updated microchip details described it as ‘easy’ and ‘simple’
• Some found it difficult, especially if they didn’t know their microchip numbers. A few described having to go to 

the vet to find their microchip number to be able to complete the form

Yes 
90%

No 
4%

Unsure 
6%

Microchip details up to date

10. If you've ever updated microchip details, how did you find the process? 
Please tell us what was simple or easy or anything you found difficult

How was the process?



8.Which of the following best describe your cat or cats and their access to inside and outside areas? Please select all that apply, some may overlap

Cat access to inside and outside areas

• 6 in 10 cat owners have cats who are indoor cats (61%)
• 26% of cats have access to an enclosure
• Only 9% of cats are considered by their owners to be outdoor cats and able to leave their property. 

61.6

25.5
32.5 31.1

10.6 8.6

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Indoor cat Access to outdoors
with a cat enclosure

Inside at night Access to the
garden/outdoors

during the day

Access to outdoors
at any time on my

property

Outdoor cat and
able to leave my

property

Pe
rc

en
t

Value



Whole community section 
(57% non-cat owners and 43% cat owners)

• What are the good things about cats in Clarence? 
• What are the negatives of cats in Clarence? 
• Thinking about the last 12 months. Have you seen or experienced any of the following problems or issues 

with cats in Clarence? How often do cats that you do not own come onto your property?
• Cat management vision statements. Which of the following would you like Clarence to be known for? 
• Which of the following areas of cat management do you support in clarence? 
• Which of the following areas do you support having stronger cat control strategies to protect wildlife?
• Which of the following areas of cat owner support would you like to see in Clarence to help support 

responsible ownership? 
• Where would you go to find information about cats including responsible cat ownership and cat impacts?



12. What are the good things about cats in Clarence? Thinking about your cats or other cats in Clarence

Good things about Cats in Clarence

• Appreciation that they are good pets for their owners, offer companionship and other benefits
• Some like patting and getting to know neighbourhood cats



13. And, what are the negatives of cats in Clarence? Again, these could be your cats or other cats in Clarence

Negatives about Cats in Clarence

• The main negative identified about cats is their impact on wildlife. 
• The impacts are mentioned for natural environments and also seen as issues for birds and wildlife in urban 

backyards
• The impact on people and other animals of cat diseases is also a key issue for many (toxoplasmosis in particular)



9.Thinking about the last 12 months. Have you seen or experienced any of the following problems or issues with cats in Clarence? These could be pet, stray or feral cats. 
Please select all that apply

Problems or issues experienced with Cats 

• 8 in 10 contributors have experienced cats coming on to their property (that don’t belong to them)
• Cats killing birds, around in the community, and defecating in unwelcome places are all key problems being 

experienced across our community
• These issues may be from pet, stray or feral cats
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10.How often do cats that you do not own come onto your property

Daily 
49%

Weekly 
32%

Monthly 
9%

A few times a year 
10%

Once a year or less often 
1%

Frequency of cats coming onto properties

• 5 in 10 are saying that cats are coming onto their properties daily



Cat management vision statementsWhich of the following would you like Clarence to be known for? (n=830 all respondents)

Cat management community statements
• There is a high interest in change for Clarence in how cats are managed
• Over 7 in 10 would like to be able to say the following about Cats in Clarence:

• ‘Cats live indoors and are confined to properties in Clarence’
• ‘We are aiming for no feral cats in Clarence to better protect wildlife and habitat’

• There is also strong support for advocating for stronger legislation and positive community education
• There is very limited support for owners determining how they manage their own cats

76
70.7

63.4
55.8

31.7

10.2

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Cats live indoors and are
contained to properties

in Clarence

We are aiming for no
feral cats in Clarence to
better protect wildlife

and habitat

Clarence advocates for
stronger legislation

surrounding cat and cat
ownership

Clarence promotes
positive cat ownership

and community
education

In Clarence, cats and
wildlife are both

protected

Owners determine how
they manage their own

cats

Pe
rc

en
t



Which of the following areas of cat management do you support in clarence? This could be in a policy or supported in another way. Please select all that apply
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Support for cat management elements
• 9 in 10 support the existing measures of desexing and microchipping 
• 8 in 10 support Cats indoors and feral cat management
• Many other potential ideas also had community support (some are already in existing legislation)



The Tasmanian Cat Management Plan 2017-2022 supports localised cat control strategies tailored to specific issues such as removing stray cat colonies or protecting local assets and 
native wildlife. It has been suggested that South Arm could be appropriate to investigate. Which of the following areas do you support having stronger cat control strategies to protect 
wildlife?
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Localised cat control locations
• 9 in 10 support South Arm / Opossum Bay area as an appropriate location for stronger cat control
• Both Clifton Beach and Cremorne areas have support for stronger controls
• In the somewhere else locations suggested there was a wide range of suburbs from Howrah to Sandford mentioned with 

most suggesting that all of Clarence should be considered (or even all of Tasmania)



Which of the following areas of cat owner support would you like to see in Clarence to help support responsible ownership? These ideas are how some other councils use funds raised 
through cat registration. Please select all that apply
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Cat owner support
• 7 in 10 would like a range of owner support in Clarence including assistance for owners with microchipping 

and desexing as well as some support for cat enclosure assistance
• There is strong interest in community education including on being a responsible owner, the impact on 

wildlife from cats as well as the human health impacts of cats



Where would you go to find information about cats including responsible cat ownership and cat impacts?
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Sources of information

Expected places to find information
• Community members are considering a wide range of places to find information on cat ownership and cat 

impact
• The expected source for many (37%) is a council website. There is an opportunity to share a range of relevant 

information and links of where to go for information and support for the topics that are of most interest.



What we heard 
Workshop summary

Summary of overall themes emerging from Workshop
• Keeping cats indoors/in enclosures more often + desexing emerged as the strongest combination of short-term, priority, cat 

management strategies – together, these two things have a positive flow on effect to other issues such as cat over population 
and endangerment of wildlife.

• Beyond these two things, microchipping and feral cat management were also considered key priorities.

• Given that there are many and varied stakeholders involved in working through these issues – from community members to 
community organisations to government, and beyond – there is a need for more collaboration between these groups, to bring 
about positive change

• The tone of voice in communication to cat owners about responsible behaviours is more likely to have a positive impact if it is 
encouraging, not judgmental 

• While there is support for more enforcement of measures such as desexing of cats, in particular, this is more likely to work if it is 
helpful and accessible (e.g. affordable, easy to access) rather than punitive (i.e. fines for non-compliance)

• More fundraising options should be considered to help provide solutions (e.g. to provide free desexing services) – not just 
government, but non-government funding such as Go Fund Me and philanthropy via wealthy community members

• Ultimately, we need to keep in mind that this is a ‘people management’ issue, just as much as a ‘cat management one’. That 
being the case, it is important to find ways to get helpful information out, in an encouraging tone of voice, to those who need to 
change their behaviour most. Many of these people may not be active seekers of information – either by choice, or due to 
disability - so we need to get creative in finding ways to reach them effectively, where they live.



What we heard – MAP

CATEGORY DISTRIBUTION

Cats in bush or beaches (wildlife risk) 28%

Cats in my backyard (not my cat) 28%

Feral or stray cat sightings 23%

Other comments 13%

Ideas 0%

Cats hurt or at risk 5%



COMMENTS ON MAP ADDRESS OF MAP PIN OF COMMENTS
Stray/feral cats in area and toxoplasmosis symptoms evident in wallabies & bandicoots
Feral kitten found in bush verge between beach and private property. 19 Kirra Road, Roches Beach Tasmania 7170, 
At least 4 different cats hunting wildlife along Rivulet, day and night. Seen, and also caught on wildlife camera in garden drinking from birdbath and stalking wildlife. Wildlife found dead - native hens (adults &amp; chicks), green rosellas, 
Pacific ducklings, sugar glider, brush and ringtail possums. Sick pademelons and wallabies. Likely other victims - frogs, lizards, microbats, variety of wild birds, moths, butterflies, grasshoppers, katydids etc. 950 Cambridge Road, Cambridge Tasmania 7170, 

Multiple (at least 4 on this small track) domesticated cats roaming freely, with collars attacking and killing wildlife. They catch and kill bandicoots and small birds such as fairy wrens. Owners refuse to contain or limit them. Long term issue. 37 Cornwall Street, Lindisfarne Tasmania 7015, 
Many neighbourhood cats roam freely in this block of land during the day and night, there are noticeably less birds in the area. 11 Madden Court, Rosny Tasmania 7018
I have seen neighborhood cats roaming and hunting, day and night, on my boundary fence and in the Rosny Hill Nature reserve. There has been a significant decline in the numbers of birds, particularly smaller species such as the blue wren 
and red breasted robbins 36 Kellatie Road, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
Killed wildlife 126 Forest Hill Road, Sandford Tasmania 7020, 
We have many stray cats crossing our property and have had a number of feral kittens born in the area. 3475 South Arm Road, South Arm Tasmania 7022, 
There was a southern brown bandicoot regularly here. On several occasions a disrupted a cat stalking it. I have now not seen the bandicoot for over 6 months. 16 Musgrove Road, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 
Cat lurking in bushes 16 Granville Avenue, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 
Ginger cat always hides under cars or in bushes adjacent to foot path. 86a Derwent Avenue, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 
Neighbouring cat would constantly walk along fence lines and in result make several dogs around bark. Owner of cat claimed on local Facebook group that their inside cat that was allowed outside for the toilet had gone missing. Whose 
yard was this cat using as a toilet?? Cat fell victim to a negligent owner who didn't keep it safe away from angry Neighbour's, dogs or the highway traffic. My own cat is lucky enough to be safely contained indoors but if my children and dog 
are not allowed to roam the streets so why should my cat?! 39 Oakdowns Parade, Oakdowns Tasmania 7019, 
It is a cat superhighway through and around our house.! Over the years I have takens over 20 cats to 9 lives., only to see some return the next day!! Irresponsible cat ownership. They are not charged fees like dogs are if they end up at 
pounds/rescue centres. We have trapped several families of feral cats as well( Mum, Dad and kittens) We have put motion sensor cameras and out and are horrified at the amount of cats that are on our property both day and night. We are 
all for complete cat containment and registration for cats. Also make it easier to trap and remove stray., straying and feral cats on our property to a facility to deal with. Most facilities wont take animals as they are full up now. Our wood 
heap is now a smelly toilet for local cats🥲🥲 We also are egistered for wildlife garden and struggle at times to kept cats away when birds are nesting and lizards and frogs are around. 26 Eurobin Street, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 
Domestic pet cats - neighbour's cats - roaming my property eating the wild life. Discussions with the neighbours haven't resulted in a change to their behaviour and they don't keep their cats on their own property nor indoors. 15 Thompson Way, Clifton Beach Tasmania 7020, 
Roaming cats 87 Corinth Street, Howrah Tasmania 7018, 

I have seen neighborhood cats roaming and hunting, day and night, in the front yard of my property. There has been a significant decline in the numbers of birds, particularly smaller species such as the blue wren and red breasted robbins. 36 Kellatie Road, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 

I have 2 cats. They have 2 outdoor cages and are also leash trained. Even when outside they are contained to my yard, supervised and are not free to kill wildlife. In short i am doing my best to be a responsible pet owner however there is a 
ginger cat that is allowed to roam freely at all hours. This causes my cats territorial stress and they redirect aggression towards each other when the cat is around. This has resulted in the need to medicate one of the cats and to restrict my 
cats use of their cages and outdoor time on leads. It has caused stress, spraying and vet visits. It has also caused one of my cats to opportunistically escape twice from the house to pursue the other cat and almost get hit by cars in their 
pursuit. Cats should be contained or leashed at all times in all places. I have tried to follow it to find its owner but it roams so widely it is impossible to know where it comes from. 

55 Derwent Avenue, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 

Cats constantly let to roam and defecate in gardens . Cats having litters of kittens . This problem has been ongoing for years. The cats belong to a family in this street but have been free ranging for many years. Owners of cats should be 
made to keep them in their own property as with dogs. 34 Tranmere Road, Howrah Tasmania 7018, 

Pet and feral cats in my yard- ginger, 2 grey and white 8 Algona Street, South Arm Tasmania 7022, 
Feral cats wander at night 4 York Street, Bellerive Tasmania 7018, 
Entering from front and back of property,often with a substitute collar! 127 Balook Street, Lauderdale Tasmania 7021, 
Neighbouring cats are forever in our back &amp; front yards, using it as their own personal bathroom! 7 Mosman Road, Clarendon Vale Tasmania 7019, 
We are at 9 Percy Street. Since living here we have had numerous cats wandering around our yard. I contacted 10 lives and trapped 2cats which I surrended to their depot at Cornelian Bay. One of which was a feral cat that had lost an eye 
and they said would have been in considerable pain so it was euthanized. Prior to trapping cats I followed 10 lives guidelines of talking to all our neighbors. The last time I caught a cat 10 lives could not take it as they were at capacity. I the 
last year we have become inundated with cats wandering through our property have not been able to catch them. We have a large garden with a huge variety of bird life but it is very distressing to find piles of feathers quite regularly 
around our yard. I like cats but would not own one because they cause this damage. Any help would be very much appreciated. Our neighbors last week saw 3 cats in our driveway one of which was extremely large. This is not acceptable 
and we are willing to work with someone to do something about it. 

10 Percy Street, Richmond Tasmania 7025, 

Roaming pet cats regularly seen around Oakdowns. Have trapped and transported 3 to 10 lives in the past 3 years. Recently saw another in my yard. Commonly see others on the streets whilst driving or walking. 23 Woodleigh Drive, Oakdowns Tasmania 7019, 
Numerous feral cat sightings and catching feral cats and kittens over the years. These cats have been seen actively hunting numerous native bird species and the eastern barred bandicoot at this location. 9 Bardia Court, Roches Beach Tasmania 7170, 
Could be strays or could be pet cats in this block 11 Madden Court, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
Feral cats breeding in the Reserve. They, and some domestic cats seen on cameras at night on our and neighbours property. 90 Rosny Esplanade, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
Large number of feral cats. Possibly a result of the tip in Lauderdale from many years ago. 126 Forest Hill Road, Sandford Tasmania 7020, 
Since January 2024 we have sighted 13 different feral/stray cats on our trail cameras. 2083 South Arm Road, Sandford Tasmania 7020, 
Large stray cats sighted Tangara Trail, Sandford Tasmania 7020, 
Stray tabbies and a black/white one frequenting area 150 Balook Street, Lauderdale Tasmania 7021, 
I have seen neighborhood cats roaming and hunting, day and night, all along Kellatie Road. There has been a significant decline in the numbers of birds, and I suspect other animal species as well. 11 Hesket Court, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
I have seen neighborhood cats roaming and hunting, day and night, all along Kellatie Road. There has been a significant decline in the numbers of birds, and I suspect other animal species as well. 23 Kellatie Road, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
I have seen neighborhood cats roaming and hunting, day and night, all along Kellatie Road. There has been a significant decline in the numbers of birds, and I suspect other animal species as well. 44 Kellatie Road, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
Unable to determine if a pet or a stray, the cat is frequently outside, all times of day, sheltering under parked cars. 8 Hesket Court, Rosny Tasmania 7018, 
Cat ran over. Have seen many cats on the side of the road in this area. I’d say they are feral/stray cats breading in this area. 154 South Arm Road, Rokeby Tasmania 7019, 
Often up to 6+ cats with garage door slightly open with food and water for them. Elderly woman lives there. A cat sat in the middle of the road and wouldn't move so a car had to drive around it. Either blind, not able to hear or dementing 
cat. Black and grey in colour. 33 Llenroc Street, Geilston Bay Tasmania 7015, 

When my cat escaped in pursuit of a free to roam cat both were almost killed by passing vehicles  



Idea box – comments

• Registration of cats like dogs

• Grants/community funds to help owners build safe cat 
enclosures

• Register cats

• Change legislation

• Cats to be contained

• Owners should be responsible for their own cat. Keep them 
inside so they don’t kill wildlife

• Cats should be contained on properties

• Cat owners should be required to keep cats on their property 
probably in an enclosure. Kingborough council has this 
policy.

• I think that cats should be kept away from wildlife of all 
sorts. A large cat cage attached to the house would be great

Comments from Harvest Festival Comments left at front desk

• Oceana Drive: we have a stray orange cat that is frequently in 
our garden. Probably after the native birds we try to attract. 
Cat enclosures should be mandatory & enforced.

• Ensure cats are on leads or in runs to protect birdlife same as 
dogs.

• My suggestion re cats is to give all cat owners one month to 
have their cats euthanised. They are not native to Australia 
and serve no purpose. They have decimated our native wildlife 
in suburbia and in the wild. A planted a native garden to 
attract birds but unfortunately it attracts the neighbours cat. 
The plants play a role in our habitat unfortunately the cats do 
not.  

• Please, please enforce that all cats be kept inside or on owners 
property before dark. A lady in Alford St, Howrah has many 
cats and she purposely lets them out when its dark. They do 
their business in our garden and are always coming into our 
backyard  as we have budgies outside. The cats scare our pets 
etc. We and out neighbours are sick of her and the law should 
be adhered to if it comes in & enforced. We keep our pets on 
our property, as do other people. CATS are a problem. 
Registration & desexing also would be most welcomed (dogs 
are). Thanks for taking on board, hopefully



Next Steps: feedback will inform timing, inclusions and 
priorisation of potential actions (including but not limited to the 
following):
 

Education & 
Support

• Promotion of responsible cat ownership and community education
• Providing positive information and practical support (subsidised microchipping, 

desexing, containment solutions covered in the survey for feedback)

Cat management 
frameworks

• To inform a future cat policy 
• To inform the Southern Tasmania regional cat management strategy 
• To inform consideration of all management options available including by-laws 

Partnerships & 
advocacy

• Develop strong partnerships and relationships to deliver regional solutions
• Advocacy with LGAT, State and Federal Governments and other partners
• Consideration of resourcing required and pursuing grant opportunities
• Consider cat management areas and participate in workshops



Appendix

• Dog owner questions for comparison on adherence to key legislation 
• Survey demographics
• Channels
• Survey (available both online and as a hard copy on request)
• Submissions
• Workshop report in full – what was shown and what was heard



Dog owner questions
• Which of the following apply to your dog or dogs? (microchipped, desexed, vaccinated etc)
• If your dog or dogs isn’t desexed or microchipped we would like to understand your reasons 

why
• If you've ever updated microchip details, how did you find the process? Please tell us what 

was simple or easy or anything you found difficult



And now a couple of questions just for dog owners. 
Which of the following apply to your dog or dogs? (n= 398 dog owners)

All of my dogs 

My dog is microchipped 99.7% 
My dog is desexed 94.0% 
My dog wears a collar with 
identification (a council tag) 

90.6% 

My dog is vaccinated 97.5% 
My dog is registered 97.7% 

Microchip and Desexing status
• Pleasingly a high proportion of pet dog owners in Clarence (who participated in this survey) are complying in full 

with the legislation
• However, not all dogs are registered and a nearly 1 in 10 aren’t wearing a council tag as required.
• The main barriers mentioned are cost and time.
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If your dogs aren't registered, desexed or microchipped we would like 
to understand your reasons why? (small sample n=21 dog owners)



7.Are your dog’s microchip details up to date?

Microchip details 
• 94% have up to date microchip details
• Similarly to cat owners, most dog owners who have updated microchip details described it as ‘easy’

Yes 
94%

No 
1%

Unsure 
5%

Microchip details up to date

10. If you've ever updated microchip details, how did you find the process? 
Please tell us what was simple or easy or anything you found difficult

How was the process?



Digital engagement summary

High levels of digital engagement:

• Total page visits was 1,940

• Aware visitors was 1,649

• Completed surveys was 832

• Contributed to the map was 26
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Key channels for website engagement

• Strong response from social media
• Direct emails and corflutes helped increase engagement 



What was asked 
Online survey



What was asked – Cat owner section 



What was asked – cat owner section 



What was asked
Online survey



What was asked



What was asked – dog owner section 



Detailed submissions: on Your Say in full
Link to full submission on council Your Say:

• https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052
/documents/287568

• Main suggestions for cat management:

https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/287568
https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/287568


Detailed submissions: on Your Say in full
Link to full submission on council Your Say: https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/287568

https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/287568


Detailed submissions: on Your Say in full

Link to full submission
• https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets

/438052/documents/2922

Recommendation- 

• We recommend a more nuanced approach that includes supporting the construction of affordable and simple cat enclosures and exploring 
subsidies for those in need and promoting bedtime feeding where feasible. 

• Look at proactive programs to support cat confinement within the community, rather than implementing further laws that will fail. 

Recommendation- 

• Implement free and low-cost microchipping targeted to communities contributing to high stray intake into the pound or shelter is effective. 
These are usually underserviced communities. Combine these events with “check a chip” so pet owners can update their contact details for their 
pet on the microchip database. 

• Provide free engraved ID tags and collars, so all pets have visual identification and therefore neighbours can return pets directly to owners 
without impounding and the subsequent risk that they will not be reclaimed because of prohibitive fines. 

• Adopt a process for wandering at large or trapped cats, so any cat wearing visible ID, the owner is contacted directly and returned to the person, 
bypassing the pound. 

Recommendation-

• Multi-cat household application assessments and permits become the responsibility of the council's domestic animal management specialists.

• Partnerships are developed and maintained for behavioral change interventions for cat hoarding-specific properties and appropriate processes 
are documented for ongoing management of these properties.

Recommendation-

• Implement proactive free or subsidised cat desexing programs, including free microchipping and identification tags, in the most problematic 
areas will reduce the need for declaring these priority areas.

Recommendation-

• Implement an effective proactive approach to help people with the desexing and microchipping of their semi-owned cat, and supporting them to 
take full ownership. 

• This is achieved through Community Cat Programs, i.e., high-intensity free desexing programs targeted at areas of high impoundments and cat-
related complaints. By significantly reducing the number of unwanted kittens born, these programs, not mandated curfews, are the key solution 
to reducing the problem of wandering cats and the associated issues such as nuisance complaints, costs to local governments, and potential 
wildlife predation (APWF 2023). 

• City of Clarence encourages State government to set up a grant program, or subsidies through council or Department of Natural Resource and 
Environment, for cat owners wanting to purchase enclosures for their cats. 

• City of Clarence develop partnerships and funding with manufacturers of cat enclosures, allowing discounts/ subsidies for community members 
who want to contain their cats by purchasing enclosures. 

Recommendation- 

• Using non-lethal methods of managing feral cats that improve the survival of native species of conservation concern should be implemented as a 
priority and in preference to lethal methods. 

• Develop guidelines based on recommendations by veterinary behaviorists and scientific literature for the assessment of cats entering shelters 
and pounds, especially those impounded through council trapping processes. 

https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/2922
https://www.yoursay.ccc.tas.gov.au/92719/widgets/438052/documents/2922


I write on behalf of the members of the Rokeby Hills Community 
Landcare Group.
Our brief submission towards this is something that our group 
has been aiming towards since day one and that is cat 
management in the Rokeby Hills Reserve. As of early last year we 
were gaining progress towards having the ability to conduct cat 
management within the reserve this however failed to come to 
light being that Emmalene(volunteer coordinator.) who was 
assisting with this, vacated her role.
My discussions with other Landcare group managers is that they 
would also like to be able to assist with this. It's for this reason we 
request that council look into contacting local Landcare Groups in 
Clarence to gauge their interest into working with council for Cat 
Management in the Reserves and think a workshop would be 
best method to discuss how this partnership may be best 
developed.

Kind Regards Bradley Walker
Convenor
Rokeby Hills Community Landcare Group Inc

Submissions – Local landcare group



Dear Clarence Council Members,

On behalf of Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party of Tasmania (SFFP) members we are writing to express our strong support for the implementation of stricter measures 
regarding cat containment within our community. It is essential that we adopt responsible cat ownership practices, specifically ensuring that all cats are either contained 
within their owner's home or in a secure cat run. Here are the key reasons why this measure is crucial for our community:

1. Protection of Wildlife: Cats are natural predators and can significantly impact local wildlife populations. Free-roaming cats pose a serious threat to birds, small 
mammals, and reptiles. By containing cats, we can protect the biodiversity of our local environment and ensure the survival of many native species.

2. Reducing Public Nuisance: Free-roaming cats can become a nuisance in neighborhoods, causing disturbances by marking their territory, digging in gardens, and 
making noise, especially at night. Containing cats will help reduce these issues and promote a more harmonious living environment for all residents.

3. Improving Cat Health and Safety: Allowing cats to roam freely exposes them to various dangers, including traffic accidents, diseases, and fights with other animals. 
Contained cats are less likely to suffer from injuries or illnesses, leading to longer, healthier lives.

4. Preventing Overpopulation: Uncontrolled breeding among free-roaming cats contributes to the problem of cat overpopulation, leading to increased numbers of stray 
and feral cats. By containing cats, owners can better manage their pets' reproductive health, helping to reduce the number of unwanted litters.

5. Enhancing Owner Responsibility: Mandating cat containment encourages responsible pet ownership. Owners will be more accountable for their pets' behavior and 
welfare, fostering a culture of care and consideration within our community.

6. Health Concerns: Free-roaming cats can carry diseases that pose risks to humans and wildlife. One such disease is toxoplasmosis, which can be particularly harmful to 
pregnant women, young children, and individuals with weakened immune systems. Additionally, cats can defecate in children's sandpits and neighbors' vegetable and herb 
gardens, leading to potential health hazards from parasites and bacteria present in cat feces. Containing cats will significantly reduce these risks, promoting a healthier 
environment for everyone.

7. Legal Compliance: Many regions have already implemented cat containment laws with positive outcomes. Adopting similar measures will align Clarence with best 
practices in animal management and demonstrate our commitment to responsible pet ownership.

In conclusion, SFFP urge the Clarence Council to take decisive action and mandate cat containment, either within the owner's home or in a secure cat run. This policy will 
benefit our wildlife, reduce public nuisance, improve cat health and safety, prevent overpopulation, enhance owner responsibility, and mitigate health risks associated with 
free-roaming cats.

Thank you for considering this important issue. We trust that the council will recognise the value of responsible cat ownership and implement the necessary measures to 
protect both our community and our environment.

Sincerely,

Adrian Pickin,  SFFP chair

Submissions – On behalf of Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party of Tasmania (SFFP) members 



Submissions - individual
Submission 1

I wish to make a submission regarding the Cats in Clarence community consultation. Due to the significant impact on Tasmanian wildlife and resulting animal welfare issues, I strongly support any council imitative that reduces the 
number of pet cats roaming and being dumped. I also strongly support any efforts to reduce and/or eradicate feral cat populations in Clarence.

Cats are one the main threats to Australian wildlife due to predation and toxoplasmosis infection. Clarence is home to a very wide range of native species, including endemic, migratory and endangered birds, mammals, amphibians 
and reptile. The average roaming cat in Australia kills 110 animals a year. Personally, even a single skink being killed by a cat, if it could be otherwise avoided, is unacceptable. Multiplying the number of "my cat only kills skinks and the 
occasional bird" roaming cats and this amount to millions of native animals being killed a year across Australia by roaming pet cats alone.

A single scratch is enough to kill some species. During my time working in wildlife rehabilitation, I would commonly see bandicoots, including orphaned joeys, coming into care due to cat scratches. If these wounds are not treated with 
antibiotics, the injured animal will die. These are just the lucky ones that are found and for every bandicoot that is found following a cat attack, there are many more that are not and are left to die from the resulting infection.

Cats can killed wildlife without needing to attack them. Roaming cats are the main transmitter of toxoplasmosis in urban areas. Toxoplasmosis causes blindness and eventual death by starvation in marsupials, still-births in sheep and 
can cause blindness and birth defects in humans. During my time working in wildlife rescue, calls for Bennett's Wallabies, Tasmanian Pademelons, Brushtail Possums and occasionally bandicoots exhibiting symptoms of toxoplasmosis 
would be received almost daily. This puts enormous pressure on veterinary clinics and wildlife rehabilitators, including the mental toll of needing to euthanise sick wild animals daily. Wallabies, Pademelons and Brushtail Possums are 
very common in Tasmania now, but this does not mean they deserve to suffer so that somebody can let their cat explore.

Roaming cats can also breed with nearby feral populations. This can not only supplement the numbers of a feral population through impregnating feral female cats, it also adds new genetics into a population's pool. The more diverse 
the genetic pool, the healthier the population. This makes the management and eradication of feral cats even more difficult for managers.

In addition to the enormous amount of pain and suffering in native animals I have seen caused by cats, I have also had issues on my own property. I have observed roaming cats enter my yard to stalk my own animals, and on one 
occasion I had a cat break into an enclosure and kill one of my birds. In order to protect my own animals and the wildlife in my area, I have previously trapped cats on my property in Clarence and transported them to Ten Lives. This is 
not something I enjoy and would much rather people kept their pets contained.

It is now well-known that keeping cats contained is more responsible and better for cats. Roaming cats are vulnerable to cars, dogs and injuries from fighting with other cats. The only argument for not keeping cats contained 24/7 is 
from irresponsible cat owners.

I strongly support all of the initiatives suggested that have been used in other councils, except for curfews. Curfews are ineffective due to the cats still being able to prey on birds, reptiles and resting mammals. Cats roaming during the 
day will still spread toxoplasmosis. Curfews are also more difficult to enforce than a general ban on roaming as they are harder to see at night and much harder for other residents to identify and report.

I strongly support mandatory registration and microchipping. Rescued/found dumped cats or trapped roaming/feral cats should always be scanned. Penalties that properly reflect the illegality and cruelty of dumping should be 
enforced on people dumping cats. I also support a limit to the number of cats that can be owner and would support additional initiatives such as phasing out particular breeds in favour of more domesticated breeds that have a 
smaller impact if they escape (eg. Ragdolls).

I would like to see similar measures implemented for other domestic species apart from dogs and cats. Domestic ducks and geese are commonly dumped in Clarence waterways (Especially Richmond and Lauderdale) and there is 
currently no way to track down culprits. These dumped ducks rapidly form and/or join self-sustaining feral populations and cross-breed with native ducks.

I look forward to seeing Clarence City Council leading the way on cat management issues in Tasmania. I know my concerns regarding roaming cats and support for the council in this regard is matched by cat and wildlife rescue 
organisations and environmental groups.



Submissions - individual

Submission 2 
Hi,
We have a terrible problem with stray cats on our property at  South Arm Rd.
Once or twice a year we have kittens born on the property and have laid traps to catch them (with varying degrees of success). We then take them to cat refuges and provide a 
food donation at our own expense as I understand that most are self funded by people who care both about cats and local wildlife.
When they are not being killed by feral cats we have a population of bandicoots (Southern Brown mainly but we have also sighted an Eastern Barred Bandicoot a few years back), 
echidnas and many native birds.
I suspect the cats are coming from houses across the road from our property in the Algona Street area. We sight them crossing our property on a daily basis.
I hope that this is a problem that can be addressed as it is distressing to think about the wildlife that is suffering and currently it seems as if it is a problem that just keeps recurring.
I look forward to the Council addressing this situation.
Thank you for raising this as an important issue to be solved.
Kind regards,

Submission 3
We live on acreage and have a stray cat problem. We live next to a protected wetlands area where we have witnessed the native wildlife being killed by these cats including wallabies 
with toxoplasmosis (confirmed by Bonorong after being euthanised).
We decided that the best option was to trap the cats and take them to Ten Lives (as stated on your webpage). We attended Ten Lives Cat Centre on a Saturday to surrender a cat that 
we caught in a possum trap. The treatment we received from Ten Lives was appalling and they wanted $90 to surrender this stray cat. We will certainly not be returning to Ten Lives.
There is a large stray cat problem in our area creating a lot of destruction however there is nothing that a home owner can do about this. By introducing a very overdue Cat Policy will 
hopefully assist in making this matter which really is a health issue, any worse.
The protection of our native wildlife is a high priority to us.
Regards,

Submission 4
Good Afternoon, 
I was wondering what are your thoughts on cats roaming, I am in Lindisfarne and we have ringtail possums & brushtail possums, & bandicoots, a lot of cats that the owners let roam, 
even at night, this is not only dangerous for our beautiful native animals but for the cat also,  the cat over the road torments the dog which starts him/her barking, I can see someone 
complaining, not me, and it’s not the dog’s fault, is there anything you can do to pass rules that cats must be kept indoors or  in outside runs?? If not you who can I speak to regarding 
this, 
kind regards



Submissions - individual
Submission 5
To whom it may concern,

Back in August of 2023 I was told by the cat management facility in Southern Tasmania, Ten Lives, to release a female (possibly pregnant) unmicrochipped, undesexed cat 
on our property which backs onto bushland in Clarence. Clarence City Council offices told me it was a State Government responsibility and the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment website on invasive species directs me to Ten Lives creating a cycle of non-action.  This is a never ending circle of inaction. I applaud Clarence 
for taking action to investigate ways to address this issue. We have multiple roaming cats on our property daily. One neighbour, despite many conversations, refuses to 
stop their cat roaming in the bush and on our property. It is pointless catching their cat as I know where it lives and would need to return it to the property owner who has 
no intention of keeping it indoors. We have watched this cat kill one of our pet chickens with our kids watching on!

However, after having our domestic chickens killed  and watching blue tongue lizards, birds and small mammals being hunted on our property (which backs onto the 
bushland), I decided to begin trapping other cats on our land. All cats trapped are taken to a vet who will scan for a microchip. If the cat has a microchip, the vet will 
contact the owner to arrange a collection for a fee. But if in the event a cat is not microchipped, it is then my responsibility to take it to a cat management facility. This 
process is almost impossible in Southern Tasmania leading to invasive feral and stray cat populations which are not desexed being re-released into the environment.

I am writing to raise awareness and call for action. If governments (both Local and State), want to take invasive species seriously, they must provide guidelines, funding 
and support that ultimately provides a way to surrender feral or stray cats posing a risk to the environment, at no cost to community members that surrender cats. 
Governments are failing to adequately fund programs which humanely destroy cats when community members follow the Cat Management Act to try to legally address 
this issue. The Department of Natural Resources and Environment states that after trapping a cat, a person must arrange for the cat to be taken to a Cat Management 
Facility within 24 hours. This is all good in theory but it isn't in practice!

One can apply to trap a cat, wait for a lengthy approvals process, pay $50 and have a 5-day window in which to then trap said nuisance cat before surrendering it. How 
lovely it would be if feral and nuisance cats would be so obliging and fit in with that timetable even if one was willing and able to pay the $50 fee per cat.

I understand recent changes to the Cat Management Act may have gone some way to preventing the issue but the changes fall very short and have failed to address the 
issue of stray and feral cats that are already ravaging our environment. While experts should be consulted on the best way forward, as a community member I would like 
to see humane traps available from Council to community members for the cost of a refundable bond. The trap could be provided with instructions on how to comply 
with the Act. There then also needs to be funding for those community members to be able to surrender the cat either to Council or to a vet or a cat management facility 
at no cost to the management facility or those community members giving up their time to help address this growing issue.

To me this is a no brainer. It shouldn't really be up for debate. The real issue is how to fund it and this does need to be debated. Cat owners who have chosen to be 
irresponsible should be required to pay to collect their cat and have it desexed and microchipped as appropriate. However, I realise that someone still needs to fund 
management of the cats that are not claimed by owners. This either has to be via rates, State Govt funding/grants, or via a registration fee for cat owners. Hopefully 
Council can calculate which of these is the best option or start with a trial period to see what works.
Thanks for listening. Regards



Submissions – individual

Submission 6



Submissions - individual

Submission 7
I have been a resident of Otago Bay for almost 40 years. In that time I have observed the decrease in small birds & the increase of roaming cats on my property day & 
night, moreso of a night,  I have observed them through my CCTV camerasI used to have endangered 40 spotted pardolotes frequent my property & nesting in my bank 
garden but I haven’t seen any for approximately 3 or so years.I would love to see more stringent control of cats in my neighborhood ie: make Otago a prohibited  
area for cats.The education & responsibility of cat owners to keep their cats on THEIR property should be a prerequisite for owning one.Regards

Submission 8
I have three indoor cats.desexed.microchipped..no way can I get them to wear a collar.
Since having no outdoor cats .this Rosny park . neighbour hood has experienced.more rats and mice.coming into homes gardens etc .instead of penalizing responsable 
owners...make it cheaper to be able to desex cats , the cost is not affordable to many people.
Try sorting  out the feral cats first..they are the issue .not home cats that are responsibly looked after. Put the money into feral eradication..
As a cat lover it grieves me to say kill ferals .start with the problem...not us who care about our cats welfare and keep them indoors .

Submission 9
Subject: Cat capers at the Men’s Shed | GeoCatch
Hi - found that a shed in WA is into cat enclosures https: //www. geocatch. asn. au/cat-caper s-at-the -mens-shed/ cheers, Ian M: 0418 136 769 E: drianmsale@ gmail. com                                                                                                                           
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerStart
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBannerEnd

Hi - found that a shed in WA is into cat enclosures
https://www.geocatch.asn.au/cat-capers-at-the-mens-shed/

Submission 10
I can only hope any future cat policy is an improvement on dog management by Council in particular nuisance, peace disturbing barking dogs.
My experience is it's just too hard for Council.
I have endured 18 months of a persistent barking dog when it is left alone with no action required by a laughing denialist owner.
Cats and their associated problems will eventually go in the same basket no doubt whatsoever.

Submission 11
I feel cats should have to be confined to there own property as they kill wild life.i am not a cat owner yet I have three cats that come on my property leaving there 
feaces behind killing birds as well.i have also had one get stuck on my roof.dog owners have to register their dogs and keep them on there property why are cats any 
different

https://www.geocatch.asn.au/cat-capers-at-the-mens-shed/


Submission 12
Good afternoon Cats are vermin and spread disease and kill much of our wildlife. They should be contained to the owners property, preferably kept indoors and if found anywhere else 
outside the property boundary should be captured and euthanized . No cat owner should be permitted to own more than 2.
I have seen them kill many birds, kill reptiles, kill bandicoots, torture small animals and they spread toxoplasmosis. 
They grow larger when they enter bush land and become feral and kill penguins and possums, small wallaby and lambs.
They are another introduced species that has done untold damage to our nation. Regards

Submission 13
Good afternoon, I am in strong favour of registration of all cats in our council area. There needs to be a firm commitment of all cat owners to restrict their open movements in order to 
protect birdlife in particular. Also their contamination of gardens with their ablutions where the owners are not held responsible for cleaning up like dog owners have been having to for 
many years now. I have allergies to cats and find I can smell them before I see them! I have been a dog owner in the past and have always believed it was unfair that dog owners had so 
many restrictions on their behaviour, where you could walk or not walk and so on. It is time for all pet owners to have a registration and be responsible pet owners in general. Regards

Submission 14
Hello all,
I feel cats given the wildlife they destroy should be treated similarly to dogs in that:
1. Must be registered and pay
2. Must be chipped
3. Desexed
4. Not allowed to stray either to neighbours and or bushland 
5. fare of both your pet cat and Tasmania’s native wildlife 
5.Never dump unwanted cats or kittens (this is against the law) Prevent your cat from roaming 
6.Never feed stray cats or kittens
Given the alarming stats below are concerning due to cats across Australia annually:
546 million animals per year (including 323 million native animals),
every day matters. 
On average, cats kill 2.92 million mammals, 1.67 million reptiles, 1.09 million birds, 0.26 million frogs and 2.97 million invertebrates every 24 hours.
 Thanks happy to discuss further

Submissions - individual



In the news



Other council initiatives reported in 
the media: (The Mercury – 22 July 
2024) 
City of Banyule offered free desexing 
and reduced cat complaints and 
reduction by 1/3 of cats going to 
shelters).





WHICH OTHER COUNCILS 
ARE INVOLVED?

RECENT POSTS

• Central Coast Council 
Tasmania free cat 
desexing & 
microchipping

• Waratah-Wynyard 
Council Cat Desexing 
Program

• Kentish Council, 
Tasmania

• King Island Council, 
Tasmania

• Latrobe Council, 
Tasmania

https://ndn.org.au/central-coast-council-tasmania-free-cat-desexing-microchipping/
https://ndn.org.au/central-coast-council-tasmania-free-cat-desexing-microchipping/
https://ndn.org.au/central-coast-council-tasmania-free-cat-desexing-microchipping/
https://ndn.org.au/central-coast-council-tasmania-free-cat-desexing-microchipping/
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Summary of overall themes emerging from Workshop
• Keeping cats indoors/in enclosures more often + desexing emerged as the strongest combination of short-term, priority, cat 

management strategies – together, these two things have a positive flow on effect to other issues such as cat over population 
and endangerment of wildlife.

• Beyond these two things, microchipping and feral cat management were also considered key priorities.

• Given that there are many and varied stakeholders involved in working through these issues – from community members to 
community organisations to government, and beyond – there is a need for more collaboration between these groups, to bring 
about positive change

• The tone of voice in communication to cat owners about responsible behaviours is more likely to have a positive impact if it is 
encouraging, not judgmental 

• While there is support for more enforcement of measures such as desexing of cats, in particular, this is more likely to work if it is 
helpful and accessible (e.g. affordable, easy to access) rather than punitive (i.e. fines for non-compliance)

• More fundraising options should be considered to help provide solutions (e.g. to provide free desexing services) – not just 
government, but non-government funding such as Go Fund Me and philanthropy via wealthy community members

• Ultimately, we need to keep in mind that this is a ‘people management’ issue, just as much as a ‘cat management one’. That 
being the case, it is important to find ways to get helpful information out, in an encouraging tone of voice, to those who need to 
change their behaviour most. Many of these people may not be active seekers of information – either by choice, or due to 
disability - so we need to get creative in finding ways to reach them effectively, where they live.



Why are we here today?
• To engage you as people who live in the Clarence City Council area, so that you can have 

your say about issues involving cats in your community.

• This is a the first step in a bigger discussion about this topic – we want get your input up 
front so that, together, you and the Clarence City Council can come up with some ideas, 
and potential solutions, in an informal and constructive way.

• And, by the way, I don’t work for the Clarence City Council – I’m an independent person 
who has been in to help guide the process today. So I have no vested interest and I hope 
that will make you feel comfortable about being open and honest in expressing your 
views. But first, Alexis from the Council will give you a bit more background on the bigger 
picture, some of the topics for discussion and some of the other stakeholders involved.



Background
• Clarence City Council has previously committed to improving the management and control 

of cats and dogs at home and in public spaces. 
• The proposed consultation is designed to first understand, to then help meet community 

expectations around cats in Clarence. This is the first stage and policies, plans or other 
frameworks created will be taken back to the community and stakeholders in stage 2.

• We want to understand cat ownership, experiences with cats and expectations for cat 
management from residents of all ages. We also want to hear from non-owners and 
experts. 

• The overall information received will inform development of key cat management  
documents including a possible cat policy. Identifying areas for education, advocacy and 
partnerships is also included in the approach. 

• The approach and survey has drawn on our recent survey as well as a range of similar 
surveys and consideration of what other councils are doing with Cat Management. It will 
help inform a long-term vision as well as shorter term actions.



The following are just some of the topics for discussion as part of 
the engagement process
• registration for pet cats
• cat curfews
• cat confinement to reduce roaming

• microchipping and desexing (already required but further supporting)
• limiting number of cats allowed per household
• feral cat management

• ensuring cats wear identification (including owners name, address and phone number)
• declaration of cat prohibited areas to protect wildlife (in conservation areas and reserves)
• advocating for stronger State legislation in areas outside council control



The stakeholders in this process are varied: beyond the overall community, the 
following stakeholders will be either alerted to the consultation, invited to make a 
submission or to participate in a workshop or have a conversation.

Cat management, welfare
• Ten Lives
• TassieCat
• RSPCA
• Rescue Cats Safe Haven
• Brightside Farm sanctuary
• Small Paws Animal Rescue
• Birchgrove Feline Assistance
• Neonatal kitten rescue

Cat impact focus
• Bonorong wildlife sanctuary
• Invasive Species Council
• Landcare
• Coastcare
• Birdlife Tasmania
• Centre for Invasive Species 

Solutions

Cat groups, businesses
• Cat breeder associations
• Vets (Lindisfarne Vet Clinic, 

Tasmanian Vet Hospital 
Bellerive, Hobart Community 
Vet, New Town Cat Clinic, 
Hobart Animal Hospital, 

• Petbarn Rosny, Petstock, 
Bunnings

Note that, during the workshop discussion, Southern Cat Rescue was also mentioned, which is not on the 
above lists - stcr.org.au



What are we going to do today?
• Have a conversation about cats in your community – let you do most of the talking (this is not 

a presentation, though we will be sharing some information with you to open up discussion 
and give you food for thought)

• Try to focus and stay present for the next couple of hours (phones on silent please)

• Be open and honest in your opinions – but also try to be constructive and solutions focused

• We really want everyone to get a chance to have their say, so I’m going to try to ensure that 
we get all of your opinions



Some of the survey results we’d like to share with you

50%

34%

14% 11%

3% 3% 1%

Dogs Cats Both Dogs and
Cats

Fish Horses Guinea pigs,
rabbits, other

small mammals

Reptiles

Types of pets owned

Based on 600+ responses received as at the time of the workshop



Some of the survey results we’d like to share with you

54%36%

11%

Nearly 9 in 10 had 1-2 cats

1 cat 2 cats 3 or more cats

98%
of cats were 

microchipped

99%
of cats had been 

desexed

65%

35%

But two thirds of cats don’t
wear a collar with ID

My cat does NOT wear a collar with ID

Some/all of my cats wear a collar with ID

92%
of cats were 
vaccinated

During the workshop discussion, there were questions 
around whether the stats in the centre of this slide might 

be inflated, vs reality – e.g. Possible that survey 
respondents might be mainly ‘responsible owners’ ?

During the discussion, a key barrier to cats not wearing 
an id collar was that collars can be seen as unsafe/ 

dangerous for cats to wear (e.g. If they catch on  
something, trapping the cat and/or come off altogether.



Indoor cats are the most likely to not wear a collar with ID

64%

33% 32%
26%

10% 8%

Indoor cat Inside at night Access to
garden/outdoors

during the day

Access to outdoors
with a cat enclosure

Access to outdoors
at any time on my

property

Outdoor cat and
able to leave my

property

Cat access to inside and outside areas

71%
Don’t wear 

ID collar

60%
Don’t wear 

ID collar

63%
Don’t wear 

ID collar

64%
Don’t wear 

ID collar

67%
Don’t wear 

ID collar

56%
Don’t wear 

ID collar



The positives 
of owning a 

cat….

…what those 
surveyed told 

us



The negatives of cats in the community….
…..what those surveyed told us



Are there any other negatives about having cats in your 
community that come to mind?
WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:
There was quite a bit of discussion about feral cats, and need for better management e.g.:
• ‘Real’ feral cats can look ‘big’, ‘ugly’, ‘scary’, ‘head like a dog!’
• Sometimes people don’t make/understand the distinction between ‘feral’ and ‘stray’ cats
• Feral cats are more difficult to control, and potentially damaging, than stray cats
• Some participants, living in more urban parts of the council area, rarely/never saw feral 

cats, while others – e.g. in Sandford or Lauderdale – often saw them.
• There was frustration from at least one participant about lack of assistance from the NRE 

who had just said that ‘if we trap one feral cat, another will take its place’. 
But also, some felt that mismanagement of pet cats was as big of a problem, if not bigger, than 
management of feral cats. E.g. in South Arm/Sandford many cats being dumped and couldn’t 
always be rehomed. Especially post COVID – more cats had been dumped since then and the cost 
of keeping a cat and/or getting it desexed seemed, now, more of an issue than ever.



How have some of these issues been tackled in other areas?

City of Banyule (Melbourne) – a 
survey and community engagement 
sessions, free (and accessible) cat 
desexing, microchipping and registration. 
After 8 years the impact of 
stray/unwanted cats fell by a third. Cat 
curfews were discussed but not imposed.

Bruny Island – in 2019 Kingsborough Council 
introduced by-laws preventing households on 
Bruny Island from keeping more than 2 cats and 
also compulsory cat registration, desexing, 
microchipping and containment, to protect the 
island’s native wildlife. Cat curfews could be 
imposed, but are not.

WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:
While the ‘helpful’ approach used in 
Banyule was positively viewed 
(especially from a financial assistance 
POV), there was some support for the 
stricter measures imposed on Bruny 
Island…BUT, overall this hardline 
approach was seen to be more appropriate 
to Bruny specifically as it’s  an island 
and a ‘stronghold of wildlife’….
…“We’re not an island”



Background
• Clarence City Council has previously committed to improving the management and control 

of cats and dogs at home and in public spaces. 
• The proposed consultation is designed to first understand, to then help meet community 

expectations around cats in Clarence. This is the first stage and policies, plans or other 
frameworks created will be taken back to the community and stakeholders in stage 2.

• We want to understand cat ownership, experiences with cats and expectations for cat 
management from residents of all ages. We also want to hear from non-owners and 
experts. 

• The overall information received will inform development of key cat management  
documents including a possible cat policy. Identifying areas for education, advocacy and 
partnerships is also included in the approach. 

• The approach and survey has drawn on our recent survey as well as a range of similar 
surveys and consideration of what other councils are doing with Cat Management. It will 
help inform a long-term vision as well as shorter term actions.



And the NDN has promoted the benefits of desexing pets

WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:

Agreed – but though the ROI 
of getting pets desexed is 
high, both from financial 
and pet health perspective, the 
cost is also high.



And the Men’s Shed 
guys are lending a 
hand by building 
‘catios’



Other workshop feedback on approaches to tackling issues:
• There seem to be lots of ‘rules’, and in some cases legislation, but little enforcement
• But there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach (e.g. ‘strict’ Bruny approach vs less strict Banyule 

approach) to a council area like Clarence, which includes both urban and semi-rural areas
• Night curfews help protect nocturnal wildlife, but not all wildlife (e.g. Skinks)

• There are areas which are meant to be cat protected but are full of feral cats and it’s a real 
problem (e.g. Dodges Ferry)

• Fines for non-compliance with responsible cat ownership behaviours don’t always make sense 
(e.g. WA example where cats over 4 months old must be desexed for owner to avoid a fine, but 
sometimes it takes months to get an appointment with a vet)

• Could enforcing harder rules on cat owners (e.g. mandatory registration) discourage people 
from wanting to own, or take on a rehomed, cat?

• Mobile cat desexing clinics was welcomed by many as a great idea (but is illegal in Tasmania?)



Support for Potential Cat Management Strategies
92%

89%
78%
78%

69%
65%

60%
60%
59%

57%
55%

51%
47%

44%

Desexing
Microchipping

Cats indoors/in enclosures (reduce roaming)
Feral cat management

Limits on # of cats per household
Annual registration for pet cats

Declaration of cat prohibited areas to protect wildlife
Advocating for stronger State Legislation

Cats wear ID collars
Trap and return roaming pet cats

Cat curfews
A fee for cat registration

Cat free developments in wildlife sensitive areas
Increased capacity in Cat Management facilities

WORKSHOP EXERCISE:
Please take a look at our 
survey results on which 

potential cat management 
strategies people ranked most 

and least important, and 
then put a green sticky note 
on YOUR no.1 priority and 
write WHY on it, then a blue 

sticky note on your no. 2 
priority and an orange 

sticky note on your no. 3 
priority.



Cat support management strategy top ‘voting’ results (and reasons)
WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:
The two strategies which got the most GREEN/PRIORITY 1 votes 
were desecing and advocating for stronger State Legislation. 
Both also received priority 2 and 3 votes from some.

Key comments on the importance of Desexing included:
- Keeping cat numbers down/current overpopulation of cats 

controlled better
- Reducing non-containment of cats
- Reducing dumping of cats
But cost of desexing/need for financial assistance also 
mentioned by some

Key comments on importance of State Legislation included:
- Assists enforcement of responsible behaviours/encourages 

more action
- Also, an ‘umbrella’ solution involving government and non-

government organisations collaborating was raised.



Cat support management strategy ‘voting’ results (and reasons) - 2
WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:
Cats being kept mainly indoors/in enclosures (to reduce roaming) 
and increased capacity in Cat Management facilities also received 
quite a few ‘votes’ – mainly as second or third priorities, but with 
the former getting 2 x first priority green stickers.

Key comments about why keeping cats indoors was important 
included:
- It “acts as an ‘umbrella’, preventing many of the other issues”
- “immediately reduces impact to wildlife and possibly humans 

(e.g. Toxoplasmosis)
Key comments on the importance of increased Cat Management 
facilities included:
- “support for people who want to help (cat rescuers)”
- “somewhere for people to take unowned cats that doesn’t charge 

for surrender”
- “capacity/cohesive collaboration between all the independent 

groups”



Cat support management strategy - other misc voting results
WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:
Other Cat support management strategies which received a one or 
two votes each included:

- Trap and return roaming pet cats – “think creatively – have a 
funding pool to support a range of initiatives including 
trapping, rego, desexing…(via things like) GoFundMe, grants, 
government”

- Feral cat management (but this seemed to relate more to stray 
domestic cats in the comment)

- Microchipping – “creates owner responsibility”
- Declaration of cat prohibited areas to protect wildlife

It makes sense that these measures were deemed important, but less 
so that others, as the top priorities, if actioned, would tend to have 
flow on effects to these 4 strategies – something that is actually 
mentioned on some of the ‘top priority’ comments.



Other workshop feedback on cat management strategies:
• The issue could be more about ‘people management’ (e.g. less responsible cat owners) than 

simple cat management, per se
• There will always be people who either won’t, or can’t, act as responsibly as other cat owners – this needs to be 

tackled as an issue in itself

• It seems like it would be more effective to provide assistance (e.g. free, or free for a period 
desexing services) than imposing fines, to change behaviour

• One of the key issues seems to be that there are many, different, groups involved in trying to 
tackle cat management, e.g. State Government, Local Council, and private or NFP groups, and 
not enough collaboration between them. This was raised in the workshop, and most seemed 
to agree, that there needs to be far more collaboration between all, perhaps via a regulatory 
board. Also better management of funding to tackle cat management issues – including 
government grants and levies, but also extending into fund raising via anything from Go Fund 
Me, to community organisations to wealthy philanthropists who have a passion for the cause.

• Need for leaders with a passion and understanding of the cause who will implement action.



Support for Clarence City Council Vision Statements

76%

71%

64%

56%

33%

10%

Cats live indoors/contained to properties

We are aiming for no feral cats in Clarence to better
protect wildlife and habitat

Clarences advocates for stronger legislation
surrounding cats/cat owndership

Clarence promoting positive cat ownership and
community education

In clarence, cats and wildlife are both protected

Owners determind how they manage their own cats

WORKSHOP EXERCISE:
Please take a look at our 

survey results showing how 
people ranked potential 

Clarence City Council Vision 
Statements and how people 

ranked them, and then put a 
green sticky note on YOUR 
no.1 priority and write WHY 
on it, then a blue sticky note 
on your no. 2 priority and 
an orange sticky note on 

your no. 3 priority.



Clarence City Council Vision Statement ‘voting’ results 
WORKSHOP FEEDBACK:

There were two pretty clear ‘leading’ Vision 
Statements, which resonated most with 
those present:
- Cats should live indoors or be contained 

to properties (4 green + 3 blue) AND 
Clarence promotes positive cat ownership 
and community education.

- In Clarence, cats and wildlife are both 
protected also received 2 x ‘first vote’ 
preferences

- Advocating for stronger 
legislation….and ‘aiming for no feral 
cats…’ etc also received several votes.



Support options cat owners would like to see in Clarence

72%

69%

68%

55%

54%

53%

49%

47%

25%

Help with education on being a responsible cat owner

Education on the impact of cats on wildlife

Assistance with microchipping and desexing

Financial assistance with cat enclosures

Free introductory registration period

Education on human health impact of cats

Providing cat tags to ensure ID

Provide support to caat management facilities

Assistance with vet care



To finish off with, we’d like to get your views on 
the best way to educate people in the community 
about cat management – how do we get the right 
messages out there, to different types of people?

Workshop exercise – discussion about 
opportunities to educate and disseminate 

information.



Where would people tend to look for more education on 
being a responsible cat owner?

37%

19%

19%

9%

7%

3%

3%

2%

2%

Local Council (either Clarence City Council or another council)

Cat organisations such as Ten Lives, Tassie Cat, RSPCA or similar

Vets

Environmental organisations eg protecting wildlife, invasive…

Somewhere else - Write In

State Government or Federal Government

Newspapers or other media

Lost pet register and local Facebook community groups

Pet shops or pet food companies

Any other 
useful places or 
sources you can 
think of?



Workshop feedback on education and communication (1):
• Don’t rely on glossy brochures, or any ‘dense’ hard to read/digest information
• What would be more effective is easy to read, practical information (e.g. how to build a catio), 

or videos for those with limited literacy (or audio)
• There was some surprise about the survey stats on how many people chose the Council as their 

no. 1 source of information on how to be a more responsible cat owner (as some had 
experienced some frustration in this area, e.g. how to deal with roaming cats). One suggestion 
was that, if the council didn’t have specific, practical information on how to deal with a 
particular issue, they should point the person asking the question to a local cat organisation 
which might be equipped to help them – not to point the person in the direction of reading 
legislation.

• School talks was also raised as a good way to raise awareness and understanding of responsible 
cat ownership, early on in life – Ten Lives seemed to be involved in this sort of program



Workshop feedback on education and communication (2):
• But not all cat owners actively seek information on management of their pet. So how best to 

reach the harder to reach and/or less responsible cat owners? Some ideas mentioned:
• No. 1 – try to take the information/education straight to the people who need it most
• OOH posters in problem areas – including simple, actionable messages
• Information/ads (again, simple, easy to digest) on social media
• Exploring ways to get cat management education to cat owners via carers/NDIS/community workers
• Working with NGOs like Mission Australia etc and/or housing workers (similar to above point) to get the message 

out

• Overall, grass roots type approaches for disseminating information were mentioned most, and 
importantly using a tone of voice that was encouraging, not judgmental.



What’s next? Your feedback today will inform timing, 
inclusions and prioritisation of actions
 

Education & 
Support

• Promotion of responsible cat ownership and community education
• Providing positive information and practical support (subsidised microchipping, 

desexing, containment solutions covered in the survey)

Cat management 
frameworks

• To inform a future cat policy 
• To inform the Southern Tasmania regional cat management strategy 
• To inform consideration of all management options available including by-laws 

Partnerships & 
advocacy

• Develop strong partnerships and relationships to deliver regional solutions
• Advocacy with LGAT, State and Federal Governments and other partners
• Consideration of resourcing required and pursuing grant opportunities
• Consider cat management areas and participate in workshops



Thank you for your time today!
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